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Andre and Tomoko Nogueira have transformed a top-floor maisonette in Le

into the bright and airy home they always wanted mards s Mo Phosog iy Lagan Maiogatt#
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in rooftops. Up in the gables of a Victorian
townhouse, Andre and Tomoko Nogueira
have ereared a light, open-plan, family
friendly home with fabulous views over Londan,
Tomoko's job in hedge funds ok her and Brazilian
husband Andre from MNew York to London in 2005, and the
couple decided to rent in 5t John's Wood while they searched
for the perfect house. They were after a three-bedroom property
in close ]_'I|'I_l;l;i[“i1__'r‘ tor their children's school in H:ll'u[‘:cj-h::gd.,
north London. Wot 2 lot comes on the market around here,”
recalls Andre, Tt took about two and a half years working
with an estate agent before this became available.”
The property they bought was 3 maisonette on the top
twro Hoors of rwo Vietorian townhouses, which had been
converted into six apartments in the Eighties. Tt ticked all the
right beoees: a stone’s throw away from the school, with three
bedroams and an enviable view, At first, Andre and Tomoke
thnughfﬂle place simply needed a cosmetic updare, b
when architeer Mark Hillier came to assess it, he pointed our
severdl structural stresses and it became apparent that this
would be a much bigger project. Although the comversion
wits 4 grooed one, condensation had gathersd between the
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glazing, and since Andre aleo wanted to install sustainable
systems — such as cavity insulation — the decision was made
to gut the property completely, "The brief was simple: they
wanted a fuss-free, open-plan space that was easy to maintain
and let in as muoch maureal Tigh as possible.

Moark Hillier responded by removing most of the internal
walls upstairs and reclaiming floor space from the opening
between the two levels, “This allowed enough room for a
large kirchen, lounge and dining area, Leading from this is
an outaide terrace with a glass wall and sliding doors; che
external opening was fitted to let light stream in. OF the
kitchen is the children's playroom, which doublez up az a
fourth bedroom (a pull-down bed is stored in a cupboard).

Drvwnstars, the 1:4._'r'-::||.|l has heen redistributed 1o make
three bedronms, two bathrooms and a larper landing, with
glass internal walls to let in more light. “That was my idea,’
says Andre, ‘Lhe size of the library was reduced, and giant
sliding doors replaced the dividing wall between it and the
mazter bedroom, When the kids are in bed, we can turn our
bedroom into a really big space for relaxing,” says Andre.

T'o malee the most of the view into the communal gardens,
the couple wanted ta drop the back windows down to the
for, But beciuge the house 35 in o conservation area, the
council refused and they had oo keep the foot-high wall.

'l was surprised by all the red tape,” says Andre.

"T'o improve the propery’s thermal envelope, the walls were

stripped back to the bare brick, A heat-recovery system -
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The couple wanted a fuss-free, open-plan
space that was easy to maintain and let in
as much natural light as possible
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arwl 11em-thick cavity insulation were installed, On top of
that, all the windews have been replaced with triple glazing.
But not every aspect of the build was plain sailing. As the
builders began to strip back the foor, they discovered dry roe
in the joists. The Hoor had sunk as much as 12am in some
areas, and the whole upper level had ro be replaced. This blow
delayed the family’s moving-in date. Being on the top floor
also meant getting all the beams in position was a logistical
challenge. Fortunately, the malsonetts has a small Lift, but
anything that didn’t fit had to be craned wp. “Thankfully
we had very understanding neighbours,’ says Andre.
Onee the main building work, plumbing and electrics
were complete, Sergio from Mortise Furniture Malkers
wits comrmissioned to create the handleless kitchen units,
E:l:'lll‘ll‘-:'tllnnﬁ:_ |.‘:u]1|'|-::lu‘r|.‘|.~.' arkl r;he‘ll.-'irl;_;. 'H:a'.-'in;_; e handles
ia great when you have kids,’ says Andre. “There isn’t
anything tor them to play with, so nothing gers broken.”
Untreated limed-oak floorboards have been fitted
throughout, but while Andre thinks they feel wonderful
underfoot, the untreated wood does artract dire and is very
high- maintenance. “At some point we may have to put
down sisal carpet in heavy-trathe areas, such as the halbway,’
he says, Woalls have been painted white, which bounces
1:|g'|1! argurd .;111|_|.I mieed with the wood somes aned -:i'rr|'|1|e_'.
clean lines, is a nod to Tomoko's Japanese heritage. Although,
a5 Andre points out: "White isn't the easiest colour to have
with a young family, as it gets dirty quickly.’ 'U'a prevent
their home looking too sterile, the couple have used pocents
of red and orange in their soft fumishing. Andre says:
T like to have a few small things which draw attention.”
‘The family is now firmly settled in its rooftop abode.
The light-filled space is easy to look after, and it's close to
both local amenities and the school. T would be difficult
to replicate this home anywhere else,’ says Andre. GD

Like the pared-back look and Japanese influences?
Capry Andre and Tomokok style with tips on p70

Money matters

Planning applications £165
Preliminary/demaolition work
E25,000 Structural elements
£2.30 Roofing 25 625

Glazing £50.000 Plumbing and
electrics £75.200 Joinery £70,000
Kitchen £20,000 Flooring £20,000
Furniture, fittings and decoration
£47 G50 Professional fees £40,000
Total build cost £400 000 Total
build cost per sqm £1.540
Estimated current value

Fa.2 million

Suppliers

PROJECT TEAM Architect

hark Hillier at h2architecture (0845
053 0B20; h2architectune oo, ukl
Structural engineear KD Laach
01378 B41 £81; kdleachlimited.
caml Builder Bobs at The Azar
Buildirg Co (077732 040 511)
Carpenter Sergic at Mortize (020
FERA B2 martise, co,uk) Interior
designer Yalentinag Pernazio (07795
GE1 127 valentinaintariars.com)
STRUCTURE Cavity insulation
Fingpspan (07548 388 807, kingspan
insulation.co.uk) Windows Velfac
1223 897 1040, velfes.co.uk), The
Aoaflght Cormpany (01953 833 155;
therootightcompany.co.uk! Sliding
glass doors [0 Glass (1923 218
3438; igglassuk.com) Interior doors
Lirear Buildirg ldaas (0845 054
f327; linearhuildingideas. cam)
Heat-recovery system |BD
Distribution 101202 825 G322,
ibckdistribaution.com)

FIXTURES & FITTINGS Flooring
Resve Wood (01853 776 335,
resyvenwodd corm| Decking Cura
Composites 1255 423 601;
duracomposites.com) Kitchen
units klartize (as bafare)
FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
Kitchen stools Yitra 1020 7508
200 wire.com) Range cooker
Mercury {070 FRE 1236, mancury
applancas.co.ukl Lounge sofa
B&E Itslia (020 7521 3111; bebitalia.
cam) Dining table Modernica
Imedarnica.rat) Dining chairs Yitra
(a5 beforsl Library sofa SCP (020
FTE 1869, scp.co.ukl Library table
and chairs Larmas at Herman Milar
0845 226 7202; hamanmiller.co.
uk! Ladder b Furniture D845
A05 8131 mrm-turmature.co.uk) Bed
and bedside table Lrto This Last
(020 7613 0882, untathislast.eo.uk]
Badroom console DWWH (41 201
814 0750 deer.com) Kids® bedroom
wwallpaper | Frie Allen (07347 474
O lzeie allencoukl Kids' beds
Tha Littla White Company (0844
TG 4222 thewhitecompany, com)
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